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Motivation for study abroad in Bangladesh:
Learning from the Tokushima University Alumni
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1. Introduction and Objectives

Tertiary enrolment in Japan is projected to
decrease by over 25% between 2018 and 2031 due
to low birth rates. Some national universities also

face financial difficulties and operate below capacity.

Attracting international students has been one
strategy. Japan, as a major international education
hub for higher education, is attracting more and more
international students from many countries, is
already going beyond the 300,000 international
students target. However, statistics has shown that
number of students enrolled at public universities
which located faraway from metropolitan areas are
not actually increased. Japanese universities are now
putting more effort on attracting international
students. So far, Bangladeshi students consist of a
significant part among the number of international
students in Japan. Many of them are successful in
their further career as university professors,
scientists and public officials in Bangladesh.
Tokushima University (TU) is one of the attractive

destinations for Bangladeshi students. Since the 90s’,

many Bangladeshi graduate students, researchers,
scholars came to TU to study.

Figure 1. A classroomvzn.the Ra]shahl University
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Mainly based on the data collected from
discussion and opinion exchange with TU alumni
from Rajshahi University, this paper is aiming to
explore: (1) factors influencing decision making
process for study abroad and current trends and
preference of studying abroad for Bangladeshi
students; and (2) situation of Japanese language
education and possibilities for applying the “Pre-
arrival admission system” or other possible
cooperation.

2. Background

Bangladesh has a huge population and human
resources. Education in Bangladesh is 5-3-2-2
system. The official language is Bengali. Some
schools offer English-based education, but most
citizens only speak Bengali.

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations in
1972, Japan has been contributing to the economic
development of Bangladesh as the largest economic
cooperation partner, and the relationship between the
two countries is in very good condition. Japanese
Embassy and JICA are major donors of scholarships
for study and research in Japan. Study in Japan fair
is regularly organized by JASSO.

Since 90s’, more than 60 students, researchers
and scholars graduated or completed their education
in TU. About half of them have returned to
Bangladesh, mostly have become professors and
lead an active academic life in various universities of
Bangladesh. As a result, the TU International
Students Alumni Association (Bangladesh) has been
established in February 2020 and headquartered at
Rajshahi University.

3. Method
Data collection was conducted qualitatively by
face to face discussion and opinion exchange with



Bangladeshi educators, professors, including alumni
of TU and Japanese expats in Bangladesh.

The contents of discussion were focused on the
motivation of Bangladeshi students to study abroad,
factors related to study abroad decision, preferences
of countries and destinations, career path after
graduation, image of Japanese education system
during the decision-making process etc.

Data collection was conducted at sites and
meetings below: (1) Rajshahi University; (2) TU
Alumni Association Meeting in Dhaka (07 February
2020); (3) Tokushima University.

4. Findings

4.1. Factors influencing decision making
process for study abroad of
Bangladeshi students

Figure 2. IT practice room in jshahi University

Higher education in Bangladesh over the past
decades is improved with the establishment of more
public and private universities. Bangladesh approved
first private university in 1992. Now there are 95
such universities, in addition to the 37 public
universities. Universities provide education in both
Bengali and English media. However, many students
prefer foreign education, which opens a portal to new
opportunities. The number of Bangladeshi students
going abroad for world-class degrees is increasing
gradually. There are 60,390 Bangladeshis pursuing
higher education abroad, including 34,155 enrolled
at universities in Malaysia, 5,441 in the US, 4,652 in
Australia, 3,599 in the UK, 2028 in Canada, 2008 in
Germany, 1099 in India, 870 in Saudi Arabia, 810 in
Japan (1.34%) and 637 in the United Arab Emirates
(UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2017). Several
professors of Rajshahi University reported that the
English-speaking countries are the destination of
choice. Furthermore, even if the country’s language
is not English, then they may choose the university
where English program is available. Traditionally,

the US, Canada, Australia, the UK, Germany and
India are the most popular destinations, but in recent
years, Asian countries like Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Japan, China are also trendy. Despite having
advanced education system, Japan’s share is
relatively low compared to other countries.

Factors influencing motivation of Bangladeshi
students to go abroad are probably several. The
students are going abroad can compete at global
level and can find better employment prospects.
Majority of these students do not return after
completing their study or training and start living in
foreign countries, especially English-speaking

countries. Here often, professors give advises to
students about their destination carefully, who want
to go abroad for education and/ or research.

Figure 3. Laboratory Equipment at Rajshahi
University

From educational perspective, inadequate
facilities of Bangladesh education system is one of
the major causes for brain drain. “The laboratories
are ill equipped and the quality of education is very
poor”, a faculty staff said. Most of the universities
have shortage of advanced equipment and
laboratories, which is essential for experimental
research. Shortage of highly qualified faculty staff is
also a problem. “Socio-economic situation with no
effective development such as traffic jams in Dhaka
to limited employment opportunities in Bangladesh,
that’s why so many students are leaving the country”,
he said.

From economic perspective, usually
Bangladeshi students going abroad are from the
higher social status, but with time, students from
higher middle class are also going abroad for world
class degrees. Students now prefer the Malaysian
universities because of lower education cost while
many Malaysian universities have international
collaboration, joint program with the UK, the US and
other countries. Tuition fee per semester for

_10_



international students in Malaysia could be less than
half of the average tuition fees in Japan, while cost
for living is substantially lower.

However, despite much higher average tuition
fee than Japan, the US, the UK or Australia still top
the list of popular destination due to the native
English language advantage.

Among English non-native countries, Germany
stands out with full tuition exemption, abundant of
scholarship and English course for undergraduate
level. This is quite similar to situation of Japan;
however, many Japanese universities are not
providing undergraduate courses in English yet.

Many students who are interested to study in
Japan say that their decision is influenced by their
parents or relatives who have been studied in Japan.
Most of them have some basic Japanese skills and
have plan for applying for MEXT scholarship.

There a many other reasons that restrict potential
students to go abroad besides factors of motivation,
economic, preference etc. An engineer from
Rajshahi University said: “I want to go to Japan for
my master degree, however because I just became a
government employee, so I have to wait for 2 years
then they can give me a permission to go”.

Recently, there is an increasing number of Japan-
related companies interested in hiring local staff who
can speak Japanese. Apparel-related companies
require a certain level of Japanese language
proficiency, as well as technical and business
professional skills. “It seems that further expansion
of Japanese companies will lead to an increase in the
number of Japanese learners and an increase in
willingness to study in Japan”, a local lawyer said.
“Bangladeshi society emphasizes degrees and
certificates. That’s why a foreign degree, including
Japan degree is respected and essential for finding
employment”.

From the discussion with Japan alumni and local
Bangladeshi, the motivation for studying in Japan is
to get a degree, to improve qualifications and
proficiency, to increase the chance for employment
abroad or even in Bangladesh, and interest in Japan’s
cultures.

However, low share of students bound for Japan
could be explained by constrained pulling factors of
Japanese universities: (1) limited number of
universities  offer = English  program  for
undergraduate; (2) difficulty in studying Japanese
language to the level that can pass EJU and entrance
examination; (3) low chance for finding employment
and settle in Japan; (4) limited number of scholarship
and information on study on private expenses; (5)
limited life conditions for Islamic population (halal
food, praying etc.).

4.2. Situation of Japanese language
education in Bangladesh

In Bangladesh, many Japanese language schools
are in operation especially in Dhaka areas. The
courses are mostly beginner or conversational level
designed for students who intend to study in Japan,
employees of local Japanese companies etc.
According to a professor at Dhaka University, soon
after the independence of Bangladesh, a Japanese
language school was established in the Japanese
embassy in Bangladesh in 1972, then Japanese was
introduced as a foreign language course at the
Faculty of International Relations, Dhaka
University. From 1983 to the present, a four-year
non-degree Japanese language course has been
established with Japanese teachers dispatched from
Japan Foundation and JICA. Since 2017, the
Bachelor of Japanese Language and Culture course
has been established at Dhaka University, which
enrolled more than 200 students. The Japanese
Universities Alumni Association in Bangladesh
(JUAAB) was established since 2000, also has been
running Japanese conversation courses.

A professor of Rajshahi University said that
Japanese language course (beginner level) was
started at Rajshahi University in 1996. Rajshahi
University has Japanese certificate course offered by
the Institute of languages for 60 lectures and a final
examination.

According to a survey conducted by Japan
Foundation in 2015, there are 37 institutions
delivering Japanese education in Bangladesh,
employing 94 teachers, with total number of learners
exceeding 2,158 people. Among learners, 29.2% are
university students, 5.9% are secondary students.

The Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)
has been conducted since 2001, and the number of
examinees is 946 (2017, 1st). In general, learners are
concentrated on the JLPT N5.

Regarding motivation for studying Japanese,
many learners aim to study abroad by MEXT
scholarship or self-funded. They often completed the
beginner level. For other learners who start studying
Japanese in hopes of studying abroad or finding a job
in the future, but overall interest in Japanese is not so
high. Some learners are studying Japanese motivated
by Japanese culture, ikebana, bonsai, Japanese
cinema, karate, pop culture animation etc.

5. Conclusion

Japan has an important influence in Bangladesh
in terms of economic collaboration projects executed
by JICA and other Japanese enterprises. Japan also
has a very strong intellectual presence in Bangladesh
since many of Japan alumni have become influential
intellectuals in Bangladesh. Bangladeshi students



have increasing need to study abroad for a higher
degree. Bangladeshi people have friendly attitude
towards Japan and have high interest towards
studying in Japan. Japanese universities could
strengthen pulling factors to attract more students
from Bangladesh by: (1) introducing English
program for undergraduate degree; (2) supporting
Japanese language study; (3) supporting
employment and settle in Japan; (4) increasing
number of scholarship and information on part-time
job for self-funded students; (5) providing
supportive environment in and outside campus.

It seems not feasible to recruit undergraduate
students by ‘“Pre-arrival admission system” at this
stage, because there are no Japanese language class
for specialized subjects such as math, physics etc., as
well as lacking of EJU preparation system.

However, recruiting graduate students could be
possible. Bangladeshi universities have high interest
on cooperation and exchange activities with
Japanese universities. Organizing study fair, event,
presentation sessions, personal counseling in
collaboration with alumni to attract private students
could be possible approaches for recruiting students.
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1. Introduction and objectives

Although there is an increasing need for studying
in Japan and Japan is almost achieved the "300,000
international students plan", statistics has shown that
number of students enrolled at public universities
which located faraway from metropolitan areas are
not actually increased. Tokushima University is now
putting more effort on attracting international
students. One of the efforts is to expose international
students to the Japanese culture.

The Tokushima University International Center
organizes several study trips for international
students every year to the places inside and outside
Shikoku island such as Kagawa, Hiroshima, Nara,
Kobe, Osaka etc. Among the destinations, Kyoto is
the most famous and attractive place for learning to
understand Japanese culture.

This analysis is being conducted for clarifying
(1) overall satisfaction of students after exposure to
the culture tour; (2) specific contents about Japanese
culture that students have learned and have interests
during this culture tour; and (3) the future needs and
interests of international students about Japanese
culture.

2. Overview of the activity
2.1. Targets and timings:

This Japanese culture study trip to Kyoto is being
organized by the International Center on annual
every year. Participants are currently international

students of  the  Tokushima  University
(undergraduate  students, graduate students,
exchange students, pre-entrance students at

Josanjima campus). The implementation period is
December or February in each fiscal year, two- day

tour, and a tour at each cultural spot takes about 1-2
hours.

This culture tour is focusing on the most famous
cultural spots in Kyoto: (1) Golden Pavilion
(Kinkakuji); (2) Kiyomizu Temple; (3) Fushimi Inari
Taisha Shrine; (4) Sanjusangendo; (5) Imperial
Palace (Gosho).

2.2. Major points to learn:

The teacher explained the outline of the cultural
spot on the bus in advance about the basic concepts
and knowledge that students were to understand:

Kinkakuji ~ (World  Heritage  Sites) s
a Zen temple in northern Kyoto whose top two
floors are completely covered in gold leaf. It was
originally a villa of a shogun, and according to his
will it became a Zen temple after his death in 1408.
Kinkakuji is an impressive structure built
overlooking a large pond. It has burned down
numerous times throughout its history. The present
structure was rebuilt in 1955.

Fushimi Inari-taisha is the head shrine of
the kami Inari. The shrine sits at the base of a
mountain. Inari was the kami of rice and agriculture,
but merchants and manufacturers also worship Inari
as the patron of business. Each of roughly thousand
torii was donated by a Japanese business.

Kiyomizu-dera Temple (World Heritage Sites)
has the main hall, in which the eleven headed,
thousand-armed Kannon Bodhisattva is enshrined,
and the Kiyomizu Stage, which is the veranda of the
main hall and extends over a precipice. “Kiyomizu”
means “clear water.” It takes its name from the
Otowa Waterfall below the temple. Jisyu Shrine is a
deity of marriage, once was a part of Kiyomizudera.

Nijo-jo Castle (World Heritage Sites) was



completed in 1603 on the orders of Tokugawa Ieyasu.

The Castle served as the Kyoto residence of the
Shogun. The 400-year-old Ninomaru-goten Palace,
Kara-mon Gate and Ninomaru Garden, are unique
survivals from the early Edo period.

Kyoto Imperial Palace had been the royal
residence before the Meiji Restoration. The main
feature ofthis palace is the Shishinden, where
enthronement ceremonies have been held for more
than 1,000 years. The other important landmarks
include the Seiryoden and Otsunegoten or the earlier
and last residence of the emperor, along with a
strolling Oikeniwa Garden.

3. Method

After completing the study tour, participants
were asked to submit a self-administered
questionnaire anonymously.

The questionnaire consisted of general
evaluation about the study tour using 5-level scale
(“not at all satisfied,” “not satisfied,” “satisfied,”
“more than satisfied,” “very satisfied,” numbering 1
to 5 as an interval scale). It also consisted of open-
ended questions: “which place do you like the
most?", “what was your impression about each
place", "what impressed you about Japanese culture
and people?", "where do you want to visit the next
time for learning Japanese culture?".

The overall satisfaction of the participants was
calculated by average score. Answers to the open-
ended questions were classified by category
qualitatively. The data for three consecutive years
(2016~2018) was analyzed.

4. Results
4.1. Overall satisfaction

The overall satisfaction of the participants
measured by 5S-level scale was very high. The
average score for overall satisfaction given by the
participants was 4.9 points (2016), 4.8 (2017), and
4.6 (2018). The average score for the three times was
4.8.

Table 1. Overall satisfaction

2016 2017 2018
very satisfied 34 33 27
more than satisfied 5 6 10
satisfied 0 1 2
not satisfied 0 0 0
not at all satisfied 0 0 0
Total 39 40 39

4.2. Impression about Japanese culture
The student-participants were in their 1st or 2nd
year in Japan and have little exposure to Japanese

culture and for most of them, this is the first
encounter to Kyoto. Some of the students have heard
about Kinkakuji, Kiyomizudera or Fushimi Inari, but
none of them have ever heard about Gosho or
Sanjuysangendo. Basic knowledge and major
information was explained to the participants in the
bus (history, architecture, cultural values,

characteristics etc.).

Figure 1. A group picture at Fushimi Inari (2018)
4.2.1. About Japanese culture

After the tour, participants have shown very high
impression on what they have experienced about
Japanese culture in Kyoto. They realized that Japan
has very old and unique culture cultivated through a
very long history. Most of the comments are such as:
“Japan is the most beautiful, clean and peaceful
country”, “Everything was different and unique”,
“mature culture and interesting traditions”,
“Japanese culture is diverse and attractive”, “Japan
follows and follows culture”.
4.2.2. About Japanese history

Many students said that they have learned
something about Japanese history and became
interested in knowing more about history. Some have
shown interest in the history of Kyoto and the turning
point of Japan when the capital has been moved to
Tokyo. After vising Gosho, students have learned
more about the history of the Japanese imperial
family, and it has become a topic of interest.
4.2.3. About Japanese religion

Participants were impressed about Kyoto in such
voices: “I was really surprised. Many shrines and
temples”, “Japanese pray eagerly for respect and
good luck to God”. The key concepts of Shinto and
Buddhism were not familiar among students before
the trip. After visiting the places, they came close to
realize about spiritual life of Japan and be able to
differentiate the concepts of Japanese religions such
as between “temple” and “shrine”. The
understanding of Japanese shrines and temple



culture went deeper, as “In Japan, I feel that
Buddhism is very well developed in addition to
Shinto”, “I learned the culture of Japanese God”, “I
learned a lot about Japanese religion, temples and
shrines”.

4.2.4. About architecture

igure 2. Exploring the Imperial Palace (201 7)

The students realized the unique architectural
style in Kyoto as a mixing between modern and
traditional styles. “There were many temples, shrines
and towers. Everywhere was clean”, “Japanese
aesthetics are sufficiently detailed”, “It is surprised
that a new building and an old building are adjacent
without looking contradicted to each other”,
“harmony among old and new streets and high-tech
industrial parks is not impossible”, "I felt the
uniqueness of the architectural style of Japanese
shrines and temples”, “Wonderful carpentry of
wooden construction”, “The old building in Japan
was very wonderful”. Students said some comments
in comparison to Tokushima: “Kyoto is more
international than Tokushima as there are many
foreign tourists”, “I learned the difference between a
famous big town and a small Kitajima town”.

Figure 3. Taking te at Ku]l (2017)

4.2.5. About cultural preservation
Participants  realized the
protection cultural heritage

importance  of
such as temples.

“Japanese people are very disciplined in terms of
cultural property protection”, “I look at the World
Heritage sites and understand it well, then I have
gained a more serious understanding of Japanese
traditional culture”. Not only old buildings, but also
invisible values are well preserved. “Japanese
kimono is very beautiful. The kimono culture is well
preserved”.

4.2.6. About Japanese people

Participants still have some time to observe and
interact with Japanese people during the tour. “Japan
is a modern country but Japanese people are kind and
value their own culture”, “Japanese people are kind
and cute”, “Polite and compassionate attitude”,
“Well organized, kind and helpful”. Some
participants could “gradually understood the
Japanese way of thinking and personality”, “It was
wonderful because they care of the details”,
“Japanese are punctual”. Besides, Japanese people
seems to be very religious: “Japanese people often
believe in shrines and temples”, “Japanese are
superstitious and obedient to religion”.

4.2.7. Skills and lessons learned

Participants reported that they gained some
specific skills and lessons during the tour. They
reported that “I learned manners at shrines and
temples”, “Is was important how to wash your hands
before entering the temple”, “I observed people to
get red seal (shuin) stamped for worshippers and
visitors to Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples
in Japan”, “I bought a charm (omamori) for good
luck of myself”, “Kimono was very cute, many
people are wearing kimono”, “We learned a lot about
the culture of Uji Matcha”. Moreover, they “learn to
value traditional culture”, “learn Japanese history,
religion and culture”. Participants had a great
experiences trying street (yatai) food of Kyoto: “I
tasted Japanese food in Kyoto. was delicious”, “I
understand Japanese culture and food well”.
Participants also used this chance to interact with
each other. “I made friends on this tour. I'm happy”.
4.3. About continuity and improvement

Majority of the comments emphasized on the
need to continue this kind of Japanese culture study
tour “because it was a very good study about Japan”,
“I thought it would be nice to have more such trips”,
“It was plenty of learning and discoveries”, “I was
able to experience Japanese culture, learn Japanese
history and religion”, “I want such a tour to be held
twice a year.

The trip was evaluated as very exciting and well
organized, however some improvements were
suggested. Some participants felt that it may need
more time for activity. “There was not enough time
to read the explanations and interact with everyone”,
“It is difficult to understand without a professional



guide”, “I want another day to avoid getting tired”,
“Not enough meal time”, “Travel is wonderful, the
longer the better!”. Some participants even want to
have more activities: “no place to go in the evening”,
“better to have onsen at the hotel”, “it could be more

fun if we had a party”.
4.4. Future needs for studying Japanese
culture
After visiting Kyoto cultural spots, the

participants have shown a huge interest to see and
learn more about Japanese culture. The desired
destinations and categories of interest collected from
participants in three years 2016~2018 are shown in
Table 2.

Table 2. Places and contents want to visit in future
Category | Future needs for study visit 2016

~2018

Ginkakuji, Heian Shrine, various

temples,

Gion, Arashiyama,

Anime museum, Life museum etc.

Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Kobe, Nara,

Osaka,

Tokyo, Hokkaido, Okinawa

Sensoji, Honnoji

Various shrine, temples with history

Himeji, Nagoya, Kumamoto,

Fukuyama

Arts Festivals, kabuki, Japanese dance, tea

ceremony, matcha making, sake

making, cuisine, manga, anime,

Japanese sword, fireworks, traditional

houses, clothes/kimono, sumo

Mount Fuji, Matsushima,

Amanohashidate,

Miyajima, Otaru, Kamakura,

Asakusa,

Various mountains, hot springs,

seaside

Kyoto

Cities

Temples

Castles

Places

5. Conclusion

International students who participated in this
study tour have gained basic concepts about
Japanese culture, experienced the key cultural spots
of Kyoto, deepened their understanding of the
historical value of Kyoto and have shown their
interest to learn more about the Japanese culture. The
tours organized have a role of triggering the curiosity
and interest of international students towards Japan,
contributing to increased interest in Japanese culture.
Students are changing their mentality towards Japan
and have shown curiosity and willing to learn more
about Japanese culture after this exposure.

International students also stated their future
need to visit and learn about historic places and
traditional Japanese culture country-wide. In order to
broaden international students' perspectives on
Japanese culture, it is necessary to continue similar
tours, as well as to create more opportunities to go to
cultural places outside Tokushima prefecture. Based
on these needs, it is important for universities to
consider educational opportunities so that
international students can increase their motivation
to understand Japanese culture.
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